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Costumul popular romAnesc
The Romanian folk costumes
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cosruMur, PoPULAR RoMAuBsc

Mdrturii gi martori despre geneza

costumalui romAnesc

Adevdratd "carte de identitate" pentru locuitorii
diferitelor zone geografice ale Rom0niei, costumul
popular tradilional s-a constituit in urma unui
tndelungat proces de crealie. Nenumlrate vestigii
arheologice, documente istorice, lingvistice qi

etnografice atestl continuitatea, de-a lungul
veacurilor, a formelor de culturd qi civilizafie ale

rom6nilor qi strdmoqilor acestora in spafiul carpato-
danubiano-pontic. Cele mai vechi m[rturii despre

costum dateazd" din perioada neoliticl qi epoca
bronzului. Desenele geometrice de pe corpul unor
idoli de lut - Venus de la Craiova qi figurinele
descoperite in necropola de la Cdma, Oltenia - au

fost interpretate de reputafi specialigti, precum
Al.Tzigara-Samurcaq qi Vladimir Dumitrescu, ca

fiind posibile omamente de pe vegmintele acelor
vremuri. Acelagi lucru se poate spune qi despre
flgurinele descoperite mai recent, care apar{in culturii
Gdrla Mare (1600-1150 i Chr), jud. Mehedinfi,
Oltenia.

ROMANIAN FOLK COSTUMES

The genesis of the Romanianfolk costume -

te stimo nie s and w itne s se s

The traditional folk costume, a genuine "identity
card" for the inhabitants of Romania's different
geographical areas, came into being in the wake of a
long creative process. Numberless archeological
vestiges, historical, linguistic and archeological
documents go to show that the Romanians' and their
ancestors' culture and civilization have stood the test

of centuries in the Carpathian-Danubian-Pontic space.

The earliest evidence of the costume goes back to the

Neolithic and Bronze Ages. The geometrical drawings
on the body of some clay idols - Venus of Craiova
and the statuettes unearthed at the necropolis of C0ma,

Oltenia - were interpreted by reputed scientists such

as Al.Tzigara-Samurcaq and Vladimir Dumifrescu, as

being possible omaments on the clothes of those times.

The same can be said about the recently discovered
figurines which belong to the Gdrla Mare culture
(1600-1150 BC), Mehedinli county, Oltenia.

Other iconographic testimonies about the costume

of the Dacian ancestors come from the Roman antiquity

Alte m[rturii iconografice referitoare la portul
strdmoqilor daci ne parvin din perioada antichitftii
romane, prin intermediul a doud monumente cele-

via two famous monument s: Tr o p a e um Tr aj ani (108 -

109 AD) from Adamclisi, Dobrudja, Romania, and

Trajan's Column (113 AD) from Rome, Italy. As
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Noi dovezi despre originea qi vechimea costumului
femeiesc, aduce Stela funerard de la Zagreb , Croa[ia.
Pe aceastd piatrd,tombald este reprezentat5 o femeie
ilir[, purtdnd un costum complet. Ca structur[,
clmaqa qi fota sunt similare celor dacice. Ceea ce

diferenfiazd totuqi costumul dac de cel ilir este

prezen[aunui mic guler qi a mtnecilor lungi qi largi
la c5maq5, iar la fotd, prinderea colgului de jos al

acesteia in centur[ (b ete), pentru a permite lejeritatea
in miqcare.

Al5turi de aceste indeplrtate atestdri ale portului
daciloE ilirilor qi gefiloa incep6nd din secolul aI XIV
-lea, o valoroasd surs[ de informafie o reprezintl
imaginile unor costume purtate de domnitori, boieri
qi ldrani, a$a cum apar ele in diverse documente qi

cronici pictate, jurnale ale c5ldtorilor strlini, in
tablourile votive din bisericile aulice, de t6rg qi de

[ar[, in albume, gravuri qi desene, iar mai tdrziu,in
veacul al XX-lea, qi in fotografii.

AnalizAnd asemenea categorii de martori - scriqi
qi vizuali -, constatdm cd portul romAnilor a plstrat
de-a lungul veacurilor structura fundamental[ a

costumului dacic, care se reg[seqte in majoritatea
zonelor efirografice ale Romdniei, in diverse variante
locale. Materialele, croiul qi decorul principalelor
piese de imbrdclminte amintesc modelele arhaice,

exprim6nd totodat[ concepfii care s-au impus prin
ingeniozitatea adaptdrii pieselor, atdt la condiliile de

mediu, c0t qi la cele de rcprezentare sociald qi

ceremoniald. Cele mai vechi imagini ale costumului
popular rom6nesc apar in doud miniaturi incluse in
binecunosctta Chronicon pictum (1358), care
ilustreazd o secvenf[ din bdtdlia de laPosada. Regele

Ungariei, Carol Robert de Anjou este urmdrit de

arcaqi-f[rani rom6ni, imbrlcafi in cdmdqi albe, sfrAnse

pe talie cu curele, cu pantaloni strdmgi qi incdl[a1i cu

opinci. Pe deasupra acestui costum, ei poart[ o hainfl
mitroasl din 16n5, asemeneaplstorilor actuali din sud-

vestul Transilvaniei.
incep6nd cu secolul al XVI-lea qi pdnd spre

sf6rqitul secolului al XIX-lea, in Transilvania qi

Criqana, Banat, Moldova, Muntenia, Oltenia qi

Dobrogea, sosesc nenumdrafi cdrturari, clerici qi

artigti din Europa Centrald qi Occidentald, dar qi din
lumea Orientului. Aceqtia, impresionafi de
frumuse[ea, pitorescul qi originalitatea veqmintelor

Croatia. The gravestone shows an Illyrian woman
wearing a complete outfit. The blouse and the skirt
are similar in design to the Dacian ones. What
differentiates the Dacian costume from the Illyrian is
the blouse with its small collar and long, loose sleeves,

and the skirt, with its lower edge fastened to the belt
(called bete),to allow freedom of movement.

Apart from these ancient instances attesting to the
existence of the costumes wom by the Dacians, the
Illyrians and the Getae, the l4'h century brings more
invaluable sources of information about the clothes
wom by princes or rulers, by boyars and peasants.

These are documents of all kinds, illuminated
chronicles, foreign travellers' diaries, votive paintings
in Aulian borough and village churches, albums,
engravings and drawings, as well as photographs, later,

in the 20ft century.
A survey of these categories of evidence - both

written and visual - shows that the Romanians'
costume has preserved the basic pattern of the
Dacians' outfit. This is visible in most ethnographical
areas of Romania, although in a variety of local
variants. The fabric, the cut and the decorations of
the most important clothing pieces remind us of the
ancient models, concurrently expressing conceptions
that imposed themselves through the ingenuity of
adapting the respective pieces, both to environmental
conditions and to those of social and ceremonial
representation. The oldestpictures of the Romanian
folk costume are two illuminations in the well-known
Chronicum pictum (1358), which illustrates a

sequence from the Battle of Posada. The Romanian
peasant-archers chasing Carol Robert of Anjou, the
King of Hungary, are shown dressed in white shirts,
with a belt around the waist, and wearing tight
trousers and opincas. Their overwear was a fuzzy
coat, similar to that wom by present-day shepherds

from southwestem Transylvania.
Nirmerous scholars, clergymen and artists from

Central and Westem Europe, as well as from the
Orient, came to Transylvania, Criqana, Banat,
Moldavia, Walachia, Oltenia and Dobruja starting with
the 16'h century until the end of the 19th century.
Impressed by the beauty, the peculiar charm and

originality of the Romanians' clothes, the travellers
depicted them either in laudatory descriptions, or in
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